Chapter One
THE MOVEMENT IN FAVOUR OF
CONTEMPORARY BRITISH CULTURE
rT"lHE first effective impingement on Islamic studies of
JL British culture showed itself in the Delhi * Urdu
revival' in the second quarter of the nineteenth century,
where an enthusiastic and able group set themselves to
reproducing in the vernacular the science and learning of
the West, and in so doing attained also something of the
liberal spirit. Religiously, a slight trend towards Christianity
was evident, but none towards irreligion. This whole move
came to an abrupt and complete end with the Mutiny, and
the individuals who had taken part in it were in consider-
able danger of doing likewise.
Already in Calcutta, the centre of British economic and
cultural radiation, there was a good deal of liberal thought,
European learning, and religious discussion; though in so
far as specific results of this showed themselves in the
religious field, they were either agnostic, or Hindu, of
the dominant middle-class community. (Then in 1863 a
* Muhammadan Literary Society* was founded, by a Khan
Bahadur and C.I.E., Nawwab 'abd al Latlf.) In it, middle and
upper class Muslims of the city gathered, and discussed
political, social, and religious questions, increasingly in the
light of English ideas and standards, and with increasing
respect for European learning. N The founder and secretary
was active in his endeavours to bring to Muslims the
advantages which could be had from association with British
culture and with the British economic and political regime.
He was convinced that the British Raj was too powerful to
be resisted, and too useful to be ignored; the Muslim who
wanted to * get ahead * should align himself with it, and share